
Wrtlep Ztotnnfltp
Qternetnp

@rbtrnuzce

Thndnbeb:07/ol/lgga
~menbeb: 11/10/1997
~menbeb: 05/13/2001
~menbeb: 05/17/2010



Cemetery Ordinance
97/11/10

An ordinance to protect the public health, safety and general welfare by
establishing regulations relating to the operation, control, and
management ofcemeteries owned by the Township ofBriley,
Montmorency County, Michigan: to provide penalties for the violation of
said ordinance: and to repeal all ordinances in conflict therewith.

TOWNSHIp OFBRILfl CO1JN7yOpMo1~n1oREN~ STATE
OF MICflIG4jç, ORDAINS:

Section 1: ¶T1’LE
This ordinan.~ shall be known and cited as the Briley Township Cemetery
Ordinance.

‘~‘ Section 2: Defl~lioas ofCemefr~ Lots and Burial Spaces.
A cemetery lot shall consist ofburial spaces sufficient to accommodate from one ~)
to eight (8) burial spaces.

Section 3: Sale ofLots or Burial Spaces

A. Hereafter, cemetery lots or burial spaces shall be sold only to residents or
tawayers ofthe Township for the purpose ofthe burial ofsuch purchaser,
spouse, or ms/her heirs at law, or next ofkin, or persons oflineal consangtthiity.
Costs ofbmial spaces and transferring ofburial spaces shall be set by
resolution ofthe Township Board from thne to time and posted. No sale shall
be made to funeral directors or others than as heretofore set forth. The
Township Clerk or designee, however, is hereby granted the authority to vary
the aforesaid restriction on sales where the purchaser discloses sufficient
personal reason fro burial within the Township through previous residence in
the township or relationship to persons interred therein.
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B. AU such sales shall be made on form approved by the Township Board,
which grants a right ofburial only and does not convey any other title to the
lot or burial space sold. Such form shall be executed by the Township Clerk

C. Burial rights may only be transferred to those persons eligible to be original
purchasers ofburial spaces within the Township and may be effected only by
endorsement ofan assignment ofsuch burial certificate; upon the original
cemetery deed issued by the Township Clerk or designee, approved by said
clerk, and entered upon the official records ofsakE clerk Upon such
assipnnent, approval and record, said clerk shall issue anew burial
certificate to the assignee and shall cancel and terminate upon such records,
the original deed assigned. Subject to a Transfer Fee which, shall be set
from time to time by the Township Board and posted.

D. Purchases ofburial spaces by the Family IndependenceAgency for indigent
persons shall be at the current purchase price.

~i SECTION 4.: GRAVE OPEN1NGAJVJ) CLOSJI’jG CHARGES..

A. The opening and closing ofanyburial space, prior to and following a burial
therein, and including the internment ofashes, shall be determined from
time to time byresolution ofthe Township Board and posed.

B. No burial spaces shall be opened and closed except under the dfrection and
control ofthe cemçterymainte~~~ pcrson. Winter burials are at the
discretion ofthe Cemetery Sexton. Price ofwinter burials shall be set from
time to time by the Township Board and posted.

C. Crave opening and closing charges paid for by the, Family Independent
Agency for indigent persons shall be at the current price.

0. AU burials will conform to the Michigan Department ofPublic Health rules
and regulations and all other government~j rules and regulations.
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SECTION 5: MONUME1VrS MARKERS, AND FOTiNDAnONS

A. All melnoria s/monuments must he cut from quarries granite marble or cast
from genuhie bronze. Bronze Plaques maybe attached by cemetery
maintenanc~ person to granite already in the cemetery, providing holes have
been drilled, or to 3” wet cement. Prices shall he set from time to time by the
Township Board and posted. Gravel and stone chips ofany type are
prohibited on cemetery lots.

B. Only one raised marker and one urn and one shepptn~ds hook will be allowed
per burial space, additionaj flush markers maybe allowed with permission
ofcemetery management AU raised markers shall be placed at the head. AU
urns are aligned with the headstone, and sheppards hooks at the head or
side ofthe headstone.

C. The footing offoundation upon which any monument, marker or memorial
tribute must be placed and constructed by the cemetery maintenance
person, or he/she may authorize other persons to construct footings or
foundations under his/her supervision and must be 4” thick and 3” larger
than the marker/monument on all sides.

SECfloly 0: fl ER S11]NT REGULATIONS

A. Only one (1) person may be buried in any burial space, except for two (2)
children buried together, a mother and infant buried at the same time or
multiple crematious. With the exception that, one container ofcremated
remains may be buried above another grave with approval ofcemetery
management

H. Not less than Forty-Eight (48) hour notice shall be given in advance ofany
time ofany scheduled burial to allow for the opening ofthe burial space.

C. The appropriate permit for the burial space involved, together with
appropriate identification ofthe person to be buried therein, where
necessary, shall be presented to either the cemetery maintenance person or
the Township Clerk prior to interment. Where such permit has been lost or
destroyed, the Township Clerk shall be satisfied, from his/her records, that
the person to be bzu’ied in the burial space is an authorized and appropriate
one before any internment is conuneitced or completed.

9. When weather conditions prevent an immediate internu,e~at and storage is
necessary, the funeral director shall obtain written authoj’izafiouj fir
delayed interment signed by the next ofkin or authorized agent. The
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authorization shall specify the approximate hour and date ofinterinejft and
place oftemporajay storage. Bodies stored during the winter must be
removed on or about May 15th or at the discretion ofcemetery management
Storage costs shall be determinea from time to time by the Township Board
and posted.

Ii No lot shall be used for any other purpose other than the burial ofhuman
remains and the placing ofappropriate memorials.

SECTION 7: GROUND lWAINPEN~~~jj~

A. No grading, leveling, or excavating upon a burial space shall be allowed
without the permission ofthe cemetery manager.

B. Fresh cut flowers may be placed on graves at any time. Artificial flowers and
plants may be used in urns from May P unifi October 15th. (Urns will be
made ofmetal, concrete/cement wood or other suitable material, (no
plastics). Urn size not to be less than 4 inches or more than 10 inches in
width and height. Any ofthe foregoing items not removed from ums by
October 15th shall be removed and discarded by the cemetery maintenance
person. Grave Blankets or ‘wreaths may be used during the winter months.

C. Glass, Wire, Plastic, Cans, Toys, Christmas trees, molded éement articles
and similar items are strictlyprohibited. Ifsuch decorations are placed in
the cemetery~ they will be removed and destroyed by the cemetery
maintenance person.

D. No shrubs, trees or vegetation ofany type shaM be planted. The Township or
the cemetery maintenance person will remove any ofthe foregoing items
planted. Curbing and fencing ofcemetery lots, and / or gravesites is
prohibited.

F]. The cemetery maintenance person shall have the right and authority to
remove and dispose ofany and all growth, emblems, displays or containers
that through decay, deterioration, damage or otherwise have become
unsightly, a source oflitter or maintenance problem. The c cemeteryperson
further has the right to trim or remove any tree, plant or shrub located
within the cemetery in the interest ofmaintaining proper appearance and
the use ofthe cemetery.

F. Mounds, which hinder the free use ofa lawn mower or other gardening
apparatus, are prohibited. Surfaces other than earth or sod are prohibited.

0. All refiisç ofany kind not limited to, dried flowers, wreaths, papers, and
flower containers must be removed and or deposited in receptacles provided
within die cemetery near the building.
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SECTIONS: FORFEITURE OF VACA1NT CEMETERYLOTS 011
BURIAL SPACES.

A. Notice shall be sent by the Township Clerk by first class mail to the last
owner ofrecord informing him/her ofthe expiration ofthe 40 year period
and that all rights with respect to said lots or spaces wffl be forfeited ifhe or
she does not affirmatively indicate in writing to the Township Clerk within
Sixty (60) days from the date ofmailing ofa notice ofhis or her desire to
retain said burial rights. The 40 year period shall start effective the date of
this Ordinance.

B. Jfno written response to said forfeiture notice is received by the Township
Clerk front the last owner ofrecord, their heirs or legal representative,
withk (60) sixty days from the date ofmailing indicating a desire to retain
said cemetery lots and burial spaces shall be forfeited.

SECTION 0: RE-PflCfl~E OF LOTS OR BURIAL SPACES.

A. The Township will repurchase any cemetery lot or burial space from the
owner for the original price paid the Township upon written request ofsaid
owner or his or her legal heirs or representatives acting with Probate Court
Letter ofAuthority.

SECTION 10: RECORDS

The Township Clerk shall maintain records concerning all burial, issuance of
burial permits, and any perpetual care fluid. Separate and apart from any other
records ofthe Township and the same shall be open to public inspection at
reasonable business horn’s.

SECTION U: VAULT.

All burials shall be within a standard concrete vault installed or constructed in
each burial space before interment, with the exception ofcremation containers,
which will be deemed appropriate by cemetery management.
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SECTION 12: CEMETfly lions.

A. The cemetery shall be open to the general public from the hours ofdawn
to dusk.

B. No person shall be permitted in the Township cemeteries at any time
other than the foregoing hours, except upon permission ofthe Tównship
Board or the Cemetery manager.

SECTION 13: PENALTIES.

Any person, firm or corporation who violates any ofthe provisions ofthis
Ordinance shall be guilty ofa municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan Law
and subject to a civil fine detennined in accordance with the following schedule:

r violation within a three year period $50.00
2ND violation within a three year period $100.00
3RD violation within a three year period $300.00

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs, which may include all direct or indirect
expenses to which the Township has been put in connection ‘with the violation. In no
case, however shall costs ofless than $50.00 be ordered.A violator oftfrjs Ordinance
shall also be subject to such additional sanctions, remedies, andjudicial orders as
authorized nuder Michigan Law. Each day a violation ofthis Ordinanance continues
to exist constitutes a separate violation.

SECTION 15: EFFECTIVE DATE.
This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after publication ofa synopsis. All
Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

AYES: NAYS: ABSENT:
Zoflars
Sipe
Cheedie
LaClair
Valentine-flynn
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Thereby certjfij that the above Ordinance was amended and adoptedby theBriley
Townsl Boardofthe Touwsldp ofBriley, County of.Jfontmorency, State of
.tiichiyan, at a meeting held on sJIaj,172010, and thatsame waspublished in the
.‘uffontmorency County Tribune on sJIaylOt4, 2010.

.JmnesA. Sipe
Township Clerk

Adopted 07/01/1993, Published 07454993, Effective 08454993
Amended U/l0//1997, Published 11/19/1997, Effective 12/19/1997
Amended 08/13/2001, Published 08/22/2001, Effective 09/22/2001
Amended 0547,2010, Published 05/26/2019, Effective 06/24/2010
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